
 

Clearance  
Technicians 

 
The new lead laws allow clearance 
examinations for Lead Safe Renovation and 
Essential Maintenance Practices to be 
performed by “Clearance Technicians.”  
Before this, clearance examinations could only 
be performed by licensed lead inspectors or 
lead risk assessors.    
 
This new law will reduce the cost of clearance 
examinations and provide an opportunity for  
property owners to have licensed Clearance 
Technicians on staff.   
 
The training for Clearance Technicians is a 
one-day course and requires passing an exam.  
There is also a licensing fee of $250 (which 
must be renewed every two years and a 2.5 
hour Refresher Course must be taken every 4 
years).    
 
Clearance Technicians may not perform 
clearance testing on units where a lead hazard 
control order has been issued or where lead 
abatement is taking place.  Clearance 
Technicians may perform clearance 
examinations on non-abatement projects only.  
 
When performing clearance,  Clearance 
Technicians must comply with state 
regulations.   

 

This is when a property (built before 
January 1, 1950) that is used as a resi-
dential unit, child day-care facility, or 
school is legally presumed not to 
contain a lead hazard and not to 
be the source of the lead poison-
ing of an individual who lives 
there (or receives child care 
there). 

This legal presumption can be estab-
lished if the owner or manager of the 
property: 

• Follows Essential Maintenance 
Practices (see inside of brochure) 
under the law on a routine ba-
sis—and documents those prac-
tices. 

• Covers all rough, pitted or po-
rous horizontal surfaces of the 
units with smooth, cleanable cov-
erings or coatings. 

• Performs specialized cleaning and 
a visual examination on  an an-
nual basis. 

• Passes a lead clearance examina-
tion on an annual basis. 
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House Bill 248 became law 
in April 2003.  The new 
rules have improved lead 
regulations to be more 
education oriented and 
less  restrictive.  OAA 
worked hard for these 
changes.  We encourage 
member s  to  be come 
informed and to consider 
the policy implications for 
your business.    
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What is  
Rebuttable 

Presumption? 

The information provided in this brochure represents 
the opinion and interpretation of the law by the Greater 
Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky Apartment Associa-
tion and its members and should not be substituted for 
legal advice.  Please consult your own attorney for 
advice on implications and on complying with HB 248.  



A Lead Safe Renovator is…. 

• A trained Lead-Safe Renovator who may 

represent themselves as providing lead-safe 
renovation services.  

• Any person who supervises or performs 

services for the general improvement of all 
or part of a residential unit, child day-care 
facility or school who has completed an 
Ohio-approved course on lead-safe renova-
tion.    

Lead Safe Renovators Must…. 

• Use Lead Safe Work Practices. 

• Notify tenants about potential lead hazards. 

• Complete an Ohio-approved Lead Safe 

Renovator Course  (the course is 6 hours 
and requires passing an exam). 

 

Lead Safe Renovators May Not…. 

• Perform renovation when lead abatement 

work orders have been issued. 

• Work on a unit or child day-care facility 

where a lead hazard control order has been 
issued by Ohio Department of Health or its 
delegated authority. 

The cost for obtaining a Lead Safe Renovator 
certificate is payment for the Ohio-approved 
training course.  The certificate does not require 
any additional licensing fees and does not need to 
be renewed. 

Lead Safe  
Renovation 

 

 
 

Essential Maintenance Practices — EMP 
The new lead laws developed EMP as one of three criteria for property owners to establish a rebuttable 

presumption from certain lead liability (see back panel for review of rebuttable presumption).   

Essential Maintenance Practices must be performed on: 

• Interior and exterior surfaces and common areas of units.   

• Attached or unattached structures located within the same lot line, and the lot or land the unit occu-
pies. 

Essential Maintenance Practices require:  

• Covering work areas with 6-ml poly sheeting. 

• Performing visual exams for deteriorated paint and other conditions that may cause exposure. 

• Utilizing only safe work practices and avoid the use of prohibited work practices. 

• Promptly and safely repairing deteriorated paint or other building components that may cause expo-
sure to lead and eliminating the cause of the deterioration. 

• Asking tenants and families to report concerns about potential lead hazards by providing written no-
tice. 

• Performing specialized cleaning on an annual basis to control lead-contaminated dust (using wet 
methods and HEPA vacuums). 

• Covering potentially lead-contaminated soil. 

• Protecting EMP workers by following federal and state worker protection standards. 

Essential Maintenance Practices may only be performed by individuals who have taken a 6 
hour Ohio-approved training course (course exam must be passed, no license required) 

 EMP and Lead Safe Renovator Training Courses 
 

The EMP and Lead Safe Renovator courses are each 6 hours in length (this does not include breaks, 
lunch or exam).    

The new law also provides a combined certification option. 
• EMP-Renovator Course, which covers 6 hours of EMP and 2 hours of Lead Safe Renovator 
• Renovator-EMP Course, which covers 6 hours of Renovator and 2 hours of EMP 

This course is longer, but can be offered over multiple days.   
 

Certificates do not require any additional licensing fees and do not need to be renewed. 
All courses require the passage of an exam.   


